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Pesticide’s 
reprieve 
met with 
fear, relief 


Minnesota farmers depend 
on chemical, but studies 
say itcan harm kids. 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


Farmers across the country 
were relieved last March when 
the Trump administration 
reversed a decision to take a 
widely used agricultural insec- 
ticide off the market. 

Without it, said Sleepy Eye 
farmer Cole Trebesch, he 
probably wouldn’t even try 
growing soybeans. 

But Bonnie Wirtz, who 
ended up in the emergency 
room six years ago after acrop 
duster sprayed the chemical 
over her Melrose, Minn., home, 
finds it heartbreaking that the 
government will still allow the 
sale of an insecticide that doz- 
ens of scientific studies have 
found toxic to children. 

“If I almost died, then what 
is the long-term impact for my 
child?” she said. Her son, who 
was an infant at the time, now 
has a neurodevelopmental 
disorder, one of the health 
risks that inspired the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to propose a 
ban in the first place. 

Nowhere in the country 
will the government’s reversal 
be felt more profoundly than 
in Minnesota. The chemical, 
chlorpyrifos, is already the 
largest selling insecticide in the 
state — farmers spread almost 
a million pounds of it last year 
across Minnesota lands — 
and is likely to remain the pri- 
mary weapon in their battle 
against insects. That’s espe- 
cially true for soybeans, Min- 
nesota’s second-leading com- 
modity, which is increasingly 
vulnerable to an invasive aphid 

See INSECTS on Al4 > 


Inside: Map tracks the use of 
chlorpyrifos in Minnesota. A14 


DEATH IN PUERTO RICO 


THE STORM’S 
TRUE TOLL 


The official death toll 
from Hurricane Maria’s 
assault on Puerto Rico is 

62. An analysis found that 
the actual tally of storm- 
related fatalities could be 

as high as 1,052. A8 
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Franken’s exit doubles the national stakes in Minnesota 


Story by J. PATRICK COOLICAN « Star Tribune staff e Photo by MANUEL BALCE CENETA œ Associated Press 


Political operatives in Minnesota 
and Washington were drawing up 
lists of candidates to run for Sen. Al 
Franken’s Senate seat even before his 
resignation speech last week, search- 
ing for prospects with the profile, fun- 
draising prowess and mettle to sprint 
to next November’s special election 
— and then do it again in 2020 to hold 
the seat another six years. 

Franken’s decision to step down 
amid a growing sexual-harassment 
scandal has scrambled Minnesota’s 
2018 election, which was already on 
track to be the most high-stakes polit- 
ical cycle in the state in years. The 
looming battle for control of the U.S. 
House could run through up to five 
competitive races in Minnesota, and 
an open governor’s race puts Repub- 
licans in a position to take full control 
of state government for the first time 


HE’S OUT 


Al Franken’s resignation 
puts his Senate seat in 
play in 2018 and 2020. 


WHAT’S NEXT? 

In the coming days, Gov. 
Mark Dayton will appoint 
Franken’s replacement. Lt. 
Gov. Tina Smith appears to 
bea leading candidate but 

many questions remain. 


in half a century. 

No one has declared for the new 
Senate race yet, but many big names 
are in the mix. DFLLt. Gov. Tina Smith 
and former Republican Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty are among those being dis- 
cussed, but both parties will consider 
ahalf dozen or more possible contend- 
ers. Smith, seen as Gov. Mark Dayton’s 
likeliest choice as Franken’s immedi- 
ate replacement through the special 
election, has emerged as a possible 
candidate for the long term. She was 
initially viewed as a caretaker appoint- 
ment who wouldn’t run. 

“Anyone who gets in will need to 
demonstrate an ability to organize 
quickly, fundraise and create a cam- 
paign to go the distance, and the dis- 
tance is 2018 and then again in 2020. 
That will be a deterrent,” said Doug 

See SENATE on All > 


Will harassment reckoning go too far? 


Some fear the cultural shift in #MeToo movement engenders backlash. 


By PAM LOUWAGIE • pam.louwagie@startribune.com 


The criticism came swiftly last 
week after the Atlantic magazine pub- 
lished a writer’s account stating that 
Sen. Al Franken “groped” her in 2009 
by putting his hand on her waist dur- 
ing a photo op, “grabbing a handful of 
flesh” and squeezing at least twice. 

“Pm sorry, is that sexual assault 
now? To squeeze someone’s waist?” 
one Twitter user wrote. 

“And this is your definition of a 
grope? Come on! This accusation trivi- 
alizes real predation and abuse. Knock 
it off!” a woman echoed on Facebook. 

“We are officially #offtherails,” 
tweeted another. 

It was the type of backlash some 


“J think this is a 
watershed moment for 


relations between the 
genders and this whole 
issue of harassment 
in general.” 


feared. As a reckoning over sexual 
harassment sweeps the country, lead- 
ers in business, academia and other 
walks of life are pushing to sustain 
the momentum and ensure a positive, 
lasting cultural change without it get- 
ting derailed by politics, social media 
frenzies and outsized responses to 
infractions many deem small. 
“There’s just too much putting 
everything into one big bucket instead 
of looking at the nuance,” said Fran 
Sepler, a Minneapolis human resources 
consultant who has helped develop 
training for the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 
See HARASS on All > 


Suspense 
builds for 
Damond 
decision 


Mpls. police chief expects 
heated reaction regardless 
of whether officer charged. 


By BRANDON STAHL 
brandon.stahl@startribune.com 


There are no new witnesses 
or new evidence; only two peo- 
ple know firsthand what hap- 
pened, and only one of them 
has spoken to investigators. 

And yet, months after he 
received the state Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension’s 
investigation into the July 
15 shooting death of Justine 
Ruszczyk Damond by a Min- 
neapolis police officer, Hen- 
nepin County Attorney Mike 
Freeman has not made a deci- 
sion on whether that officer, 
Mohamed Noor, will face 
criminal charges. 

Freeman continues to insist 
that he will make a decision 
before the end of the year, 
and Minneapolis’ new chief 
of police said he’s bracing for 
backlash no matter what Free- 
man decides. 

“There’s going to be a reac- 
tion from certain segments in 
the community regardless of 
what decision is made,” said 
Chief Medaria Arradondo. 

The death of Damond, a Aus- 
tralianative who was shotin the 
alley behind her home after she 
called 911 to report a possible 
assault, reverberated across the 
city and around the world. Itled 
to the firing of Minneapolis’ 
first female police chief, Janeé 
Harteau, and raised new ques- 
tions about police training and 
the use of force. 

For those who knew 

See NOOR on A15 > 


Justine Ruszc- 
zyk Damond 
called 911 and 
was shot by 
an officer ina 
dark alley. 


Worry about 
fair, accurate 
census grows 


By MICHAEL WINES 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON - Census 
experts and public officials are 
expressing growing concerns 
that the bedrock mission of 
the 2020 census — anaccurate 
and trustworthy head count of 
everyone in the United States 
— is imperiled, with worri- 
some implications. 

Preparations for the count 
already are complicated by a 
sea change in the census itself: 
For the first time, it will be con- 
ducted largely online instead 
of by mail. 

But as the Census Bureau 
ramps up its spending and 
workforce for the 2020 count, 
it is saddled with problems. Its 
two top administrative posts 
are filled by placeholders. 
Years of underfunding by Con- 
gress and cost overruns onthe 

See CENSUS on A9 > 
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